University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

3-1-1996

Document: U.S. State Department Travel Warning
For Cuba
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Document: U.S. State Department Travel Warning For Cuba." (1996). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/12140

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 55761
ISSN: 1060-4189

Document: U.S. State Department Travel Warning For Cuba
by Document
Category/Department: Cuba
Published: 1996-03-01
TITLE: TRAVEL WARNING SUBJECT COUNTRY(IES): CUBA POST OF ORIGIN: DEPARTMENT
OF STATE DATE OF REPORT: August 9th 1995 NUMBER OF PAGES: 2 SUBJECT: PUBLIC
ANNOUNCEMENT: CUBA
The Department of State warns that entering Cuban territory, territorial waters or airspace without
prior authorization from the Cuban government may cause one to be subject to arrest or other
enforcement action by Cuban authorities for violation of Cuban law. Generally speaking, under
international law each coastal state may claim a 12 mile territorial sea. A country's sovereignty
extends to the airspace over its territorial sea. Cuba claims a 12 mile territorial sea. Hence, any vessel
or aircraft that goes inside the 12-mile limit off Cuba would be inside Cuban territorial waters or
airspace and thus subject to the jurisdiction of the Cuban government.
Furthermore, under international agreement, Cuba provides air traffic control services up to the
25th parallel, an area well beyond its territorial jurisdiction. As required under the convention on
international civil aviation, to which the United States is a signatory, aircraft transiting another
country's controlled airspace must follow established international rules of the air including positive
communication with the providing air traffic service and submission of a flight plan. In a public
statement issued on July 14, the Cuban government asserted its "firm determination" to take actions
necessary to defend Cuban territorial sovereignty and to prevent unauthorized incursions into
Cuban territorial waters and airspace.
The statement continued, "Once more (the Cuban government) warns that any boat from abroad
can be sunk and any airplane downed." The Department takes this statement seriously. The
freedom to travel, recognized by international agreement, does not give anyone the right to enter a
particular country, including Cuba, without prior authorization. All travelers must comply with the
immigration, customs and other applicable laws of the country concerned. If persons enter Cuban
territorial waters or airspace without prior permission, they may place themselves and others at
serious personal risk. If they are detained, the ability of the United States government to assist them
would be very limited.
The United States government cannot obtain the release of U.S. citizens arrested abroad. Cuban
authorities sometimes deny consular access by U.S. officials to American citizens of Cuban birth.
In addition, there would be very little, if anything, the United States government could do to assist
persons arrested in Cuba who are not American citizens. The Department of State urges all persons
who wish to travel to Cuba or to enter Cuban territorial waters or airspace to do so using safe,
orderly and legal means, and to avoid unnecessary risks to themselves and others.
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